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A Home Song

| read within a poet’s book

A word that starred the page:
“Stone walls do not a prison make,
Nor iron bars a cage!”

Yes, that is true; and something more
You’ll find, where’er you roam,

That marble floors and gilded walls
Can never make a home.

But every house where Love abides,
And Friendship is a guest,

Is surely home, and home-sweet-home:
For there the heart can rest.

Henry Van Dyke

Life

Let me but live my life from year to year,
With forward face and unreluctant soul;

Not hurrying to, nor turning from the goal;
Not mourning for the things that disappear

In the dim past, nor holding back in fear
From what the future veils; but with a whole
And happy heart, that pays its toll

To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer.

So let the way wind up the hill or down,

O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy:
Still seeking what | sought when but a boy,
New friendship, high adventure, and a crown,
My heart will keep the courage of the quest,
And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.

Henry Van Dyke
&



What is Life?

And what is Life? An hour-glass on the run,
A mist retreating from the morning sun,
A busy, bustling, still-repeated dream.
Its length? A minute’s pause, a moment’s thought.
And Happiness? A bubble on the stream,
That in the act of seizing shrinks to nought.
And what is Hope? The puffing gale of morn,
That of its charms divests the dewy lawn,
And robs each flow’ret of its gem -and dies;
A cobweb, hiding disappointment’s thorn,
Which stings more keenly through the thin disguise.
And what is Death? Is still the cause unfound?
That dark mysterious name of horrid sound?
A long and lingering sleep the weary crave.
And Peace? Where can its happiness abound?
Nowhere at all, save heaven and the grave.
Then what is Life? When stripped of its disguise,
A thing to be desired it cannot be;
Since everything that meets our foolish eyes
Gives proof sufficient of its vanity.
*Tis but a trial all must undergo,
To teach unthankful mortals how to prize
That happiness vain man’s denied to know,
Until he’s called to claim it in the skies.
John Clare




Life

Life, believe, is not a dream

So dark as sages say;

Oft a little morning rain

Foretells a pleasant day.

Sometimes there are clouds of gloom,
But these are transient all;

If the shower will make the roses bloom,
O why lament its fall?
Rapidly, merrily,

Life’s sunny hours flit by,
Gratefully, cheerily

Enjoy them as they fly!

What though Death at times steps in,

And calls our Best away?

What though sorrow seems to win,

O’er hope, a heavy sway?

Yet Hope again elastic springs,

Unconquered, though she fell;

Still buoyant are her golden wings,

Still strong to bear us well.

Manfully, fearlessly,

The day of trial bear,

For gloriously, victoriously,

Can courage quell despair!
Charlotte Bronte
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Solitude

Happy the man, whose wish and care
A few paternal acres bound,

Content to breathe his native air

In his own ground.

Whose herds with milk, whose fields with bread,
Whose flocks supply him with attire;

Whose trees in summer vyield shade,

In winter, fire.

Blest, who can unconcern’dly find
Hours, days, and years, slide soft away
In health of body, peace of mind,
Quiet by day.

Sound sleep by night; study and ease
Together mixed; sweet recreation,

And innocence, which most does please
With meditation.

Thus let me live, unseen, unknown;
Thus unlamented let me die;

Steal from the world, and not a stone
Tell where | lie.

Alexander Pope
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A Retir’d Friendship

Come, my Ardelia, to this bowre,
Where kindly mingling Souls a while,
Let’s innocently spend an houre,
And at all serious follys smile

Here is no quarrelling for Crowns,

Nor fear of changes in our fate;

No trembling at the Great ones frowns
Nor any slavery of state.

Here’s no disguise, nor treachery

Nor any deep conceal’d design;

From blood and plots this place is free,
And calm as are those looks of thine.

Here let us sit and bless our Starres
Who did such happy quiet give,

As that remov’d from noise of warres.
In one another’s hearts we live.

We should we entertain a feare?

Love cares not how the world is turn’d.
If clouds of dangers should appeare,
Yet friendship can be unconcern’d.

We weare about us such a charme,
No horrour can be our offence;
For misheif’s self can doe no harme
To friendship and to innocence.

ola



Let’s mark how soone Apollo’s beams
Command the flocks to quit their meat,
And not intreat the neighbour - streams
To quench their thirst, but coole their heat.

In such a scorching Age as this,
Whoever would not seek a shade
Deserve their happiness to misse,
As having their own peace betray’d.

But we (of one another’s mind
Assur’d,) the boistrous world disdain;
With quiet souls, and unconfin’d,
Enjoy what princes wish in vain.

Katherine Philips




Friendship IXX
And a youth said, “Speak to us of Friendship.”

Your friend is your needs answered.

He is your field which you sow with love and reap with thanksgiving.
And he is your board and your fireside.

For you come to him with your hunger, and you seek him for peace.

When your friend speaks his mind you fear not the “nay” in your own
mind, nor do you withhold the “ay.”

And when he is silent your heart ceases not to listen to his heart;

For without words, in friendship, all thoughts, all desires, all expectations
are born and shared, with joy that is unacclaimed.

When you part from your friend, you grieve not;

For that which you love most in him may be clearer in his absence, as the
mountain to the climber is clearer from the plain.

And let there be no purpose in friendship save the deepening of the spirit.

For love that seeks aught but the disclosure of its own mystery is not
love but a net cast forth: and only the unprofitable is caught.

And let your best be for your friend.

If he must know the ebb of your tide, let him know its flood also.
For what is your friend that you should seek him with hours to kill?
Seek him always with hours to live.

For it is his to fill your need, but not your emptiness.

And in the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and sharing of
pleasures.

For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning and is refreshed.
Khalil Gibran
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Oh! Think Not My Spirits Are Always As Light

Oh! think not my spirits are always as light,

And as free from a pang as they seem to you now,
Nor expect that the heart-beaming smile of to-night
Will return with to-morrow to brighten my brow.
No: — life is a waste of wearisome hours,

Which seldom the rose of enjoyment adorns;

And the heart that is soonest awake to the flowers,
Is always the first to be touch’d by the thorns.

But send round the bowl, and be happy awhile -
May we never meet worse, in our pilgrimage here,
Than the tear that enjoyment may gild with a smile,
And the smile that compassion can turn to a tear.

The thread of our life would be dark, Heaven knows

If it were not with friendship and love intertwined;

And | care not how soon | may sink to repose,

When these blessing shall cease to be dear to my mind.
But they who have loved the fondest, the purest,

Too often have wept o’er the dream they believed;
And the heart that has slumber’d in friendship securest
Is happy indeed if "twas never deceived.

But send round the bowl; while a relic of truth

Is in man or in woman, this prayer shall be mine, -
That the sunshine of love may illumine our youth,

And the moonlight of friendship console our decline.

Thomas Moore
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Speak Gently

Speak gently! - It is better far

To rule by love, than fear -

Speak gently - let not harsh words mar
The good we might do here!

Speak gently! — Love doth whisper low
The vows that true hearts bind;

And gently Friendship’s accents flow;
Affection’s voice is kind.

Speak gently to the little child!

Its love be sure to gain;

Teach it in accents soft and mild: -
[t may not long remain.

Speak gently to the young, for they
Will have enough to bear -

Pass through this life as best they may,
‘T is full of anxious care!

Speak gently to the aged one,
Grieve not the care-worn heart;
The sands of life are nearly run,
Let such in peace depart!

Speak gently, kindly, to the poor;

Let no harsh tone be heard;

They have enough they must endure,
Without an unkind word!
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Speak gently to the erring - know,
They may have toiled in vain;
Perchance unkindness made them so;
Oh, win them back again!

Speak gently! - He who gave his life
To bend man’s stubborn will,

When elements were in fierce strife,
Said to them, ‘Peace, be still.’

Speak gently! - ‘t is a little thing
Dropped in the heart’s deep well;
The good, the joy, which it may bring,
Eternity shall tell.

David Bates
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Stanzas to a Friend

AH! think no more that Life’s delusive joys,

Can charm my thoughts from FRIENDSHIP’S dearer claim;
Or wound a heart, that scarce a wish employs,

For age to censure, or discretion blame.

Tird of the world, my weary mind recoils

From splendid scenes, and transitory joys;

From fell Ambition’s false and fruitless toils,
From hope that flatters, and from bliss that cloys.

With THEE, above the taunts of empty pride,
The rigid frowns to youthful error given;
Content in solitude my griefs I’ll hide,

Thy voice my counsel or thy smiles my Heaven.

With thee I’ll hail the morn’s returning ray,

Or climb the dewy mountain bleak and cold;

On the smooth lake observe the sun-beams play,
Or mark the infant flow’rs their buds unfold.

Pleas’d will | watch the glitt’ring queen of Night
Spread her white mantle o’er the face of Heaven;
And from thy converse snatch the pure delight,
By truth sublime to MENTAL feeling given.

And as the varying seasons glide away,
This moral lesson shall my bosom learn,
How TIME steals on, while blissful hours decay
Like fleeting shadows;NEVER to return.

And when | see thy warm unspotted mind,

Torn with the wound of broken FRIENDSHIP’S dart;
When sickness chills thy breast with pangs unkind,
Or ruthless sorrow preys upon thy heart;
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The task be MINE to soothe thee to repose,
To check the sigh, and wipe the trickling tear,
Or with soft SYMPATHY to share thy woes;
O, proudest rapture of the soul sincere !

And ye who flutter thro’ the vacant hour,

Where tasteless Apathy’s empoison’d wand
Arrests the vagrant sense with numbing pow’r,
While vanquish’d REASON bows at her command.

O say, what bliss can transient Life bestow,

What balm so grateful to the social mind,

As FRIENDSHIP’S voice where gentle precepts flow
From the blest source of sentiment refin’d?

When FATE’S stern hand shall close my weeping eye,
And seal, at length, my wand’ring spirit’s doom;

Oh! may kind FRIENDSHIP catch my parting sigh,
And cheer with HOPE the terrors of the TOMB.

Mary Darby Robinson






